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CONFIDENTIAL NICOSIA 2463 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR CY US 

SUBJ: CYPRIOT GOVT CONDOLENCES ON AMBASSADOR'S DEATH 

1. ACTING FONMIN PATSILIDES AND MINLAB SIVITANIDES CAME TO 
EMBASSY 1630 LOCAL TO EXPRESS GOCYPRUS CONDOLENCES OVER AMB’S 
DEATH. SAID INTENSIVE INVESTIGATION UNDERWAY; PROMISED IN MOST 
CATEGORICAL TERMS THAT GUILTY WOULD BE FOUND AND PUNISHED. 

2. EMBOFFS TOLD MINISTERS GOCYPRUS' CONDOLENCES WOULD BE TRANSMIT- 
TED TO DEPT. INFORMED THEM. HOWEVER. OF OUR CONTINUED CONCERN OVER 
SAFETY REMAINING USG PERSONNEL. QUESTIONED THEM OVER CYPRUS 
GOVT'S ABILITY PROVIDE ADEQUATE PROTECTION IN VIEW FACT THAT DESPITE 
FOUR HOUR ADVANCE WARNING (WHICH WE GAVE POLICE) DEMONSTRATION WAS 
ALLOWED TAKE PLACE AND AMBASSADOR MURDERED. ASKED WHETHER NG UNIT 
SURROUNDING EMBASSY WOULD OPEN FIRE ON ANY GROUP OF GREEK CYPRIOTS 
ATTEMPTING REPEAT PERFORMANCE. 

3. MINISTERS REPLIED NG UNIT A SELECT GROUP OF PRO-AMERICAN 
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ADDITIONALLY, IN RESPONSE OUR SUGGESTION, THEY AGREED STATION 
GUARDS ON ROOVFS OF NEIGHBORING BUILDINGS TO PREVENT SNIPER 
FIRE. (SIVITANIDES OFFERED TO PERSONALLY REMAIN IN BUILDING 
TO INSURE OUR SAFETY. WE THANKED HIM FOR OFFER; TOLD HIM THIS 
NOT NECESSARY.) 

4. MINISTERS ALSO PROMISED INSTRUCT POLICE TO PROVIDE INCREASED 
PROTECTION FOR OUR HOMES, WHICH NOW VACANT. SAID ENTIRE EMBASSY AREA 
WOULD BE CORDONED OFF AND ALL ENTERING SCREENED. 

5. EMBOFFS THANKED MINISTER FOR THEIR OFFERS OF ASSISTANCE BUT TOLD 
THEM FRANKLY THAT WE WOULD HAVE TO RESERVE JUDGEMENT AS TO WHETHER 
IT POSSIBLE TO MAINTAIN US DIPLOMATIC MISSION IN NICOSIA WITH ANY 
DEGREE OF SAFETY. NOTED THAT GOCYPRUS HAS DONE LITTLE OR NOTHING TO 
DAMP DOWM WUVE OF ANTI-AMERICAN FEELING, WHICH HAS BEEN DEVELOPING 
IN ISLAND DURING PAST FEW WEEKS, DESPITE FACT THAT GOVT WELL AWARE 

OF USG EFFORTS TO BE HELPFUL IN RESOLVING CURRENT CRISIS. 

TOLD THEM IT WOULD BE HELPFUL OF GOCYPRUS, EVEN AT THIS LATE DATE, 
COULD GET IDEA ACROSS TO PUBLIC THAT USG IS TRYING TO PLAY ROLE OF 
CYPRIOT FRIEND. 

6. FINALLY, WE TOLD MINISTER THAT OUR INITIAL IMPRESSION WAS THAT 
THE ATTACK CLEARLY WAS AN ATTEMPT 

TO KILL OUR AMBASSADOR. WHICH 

UNFORTUNATELY HAD SUCCEEDED. ALL BULLETS WHICH STRUCK BUILDING HIT 
EITHER AMBASSADOR'S OFFICE OR HIS RESIDENCE ON TOP FLOOR. (AMBASSADOR 
WAS LOCATED IN HALLWAY. IN MIDDLE OF BUILDING; WAS STRUCK BY BULLET 
WHICH ENTERED THROUGH BLACKED OUT WINDOW IN HIS OFFICE.) 

7. EMBASSY'S COMMENTS ON LOCAL SECURITY SITUATION AND POSSIBLE 
DESIREABILITY 

OF FURTHER EVACUATION FOLLOW SEPTEL. 

EDWARDS 
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